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Investofi nas oslovuji diky

dobrym referencim

Investors approach us for

good reference

S architektem Robertem Leni¢kem, ktery je partnerem
ve spole¢nosti Len+k architekti, jsme se sesli v zasedaci

mistnosti ateliéru ve Vorsilské ulici v Praze 1.

Jaké byly zacatky Len+k?

Tuto spole¢nost zaloZila nase mama po revoluci, zhruba
pred 25 lety. Uz na studiich jsme s bratrem, ktery je také ar-
chitekt, v ateliéru pracovali, poté jsme se stali partnery,
takze jsme takova architektonicka rodina.

Na jaké projekty se prevazné zamérujete?

Nase studio je rozdéleno na dvé ¢asti: Jedna ¢ast se vénuje
exteriérové tvorbé, tedy novostavbam, rekonstrukcim nebo
tfeba urbanistickym projekttim vétsiho rdzu. Druhd ¢ast se
vénuje interiérové tvorbé, napf. spolupracujeme s mnoha
hoteliéry a hotelovymi operatory z celého svéta.

Na jakych zakazkach se vy osobné podilite?

Vhradni postaveni nemam. Kazdy projekt je svym zptisobem
specificky a v tymu si ho rozdélime podle povahy a ¢asovych
moznosti. Neda se tedy fici, Ze bychom se kazdy jeden na néco
specializovali. Ale napfiklad interiéry nechavame spise mame,
je to prevazné zenska doména. Nemdam problém néco v inte-
riéru navrhnout, ale v momentg, kdy se dostdvame do barev
a textilii, tak to radéji prenecham povolanéjsim...

Takze nad kazdou zakazkou se radi vSichni?

Samoziejmé. Architektura je kolektivni prace, je to tvarci pro-
ces, kde kazda dobra myslenka, ktera posune projekt dal, je vi-
tana. Na druhou stranu je logické, Ze nékdo musi mit rozhodu-
jici slovo. Nicméné kazdy se snazi vlozit do projektu to nejlepsi...

Mate v architekture néjaky osobni vzor?

Asi je lepsi fici, Ze muj vzor je nékdo, koho ani osobné ne-
znam, a idealné nékdo, kdo neni z Ceské republiky. Z Ziji-
cich architektt je to italsky architekt Renzo Piano. Podle
mne nikdy nenavrhl vyloZené Spatny projekt, umi se pfi-
zpusobit konkrétnimu mistu kdekoli na svété, ma cit pro
méfitko a umi skvéle pracovat s detailem a uslechtilymi
materialy. DalSim vzorem je Norman Foster, byt se jeho ar-
chitektura zda obcas chladng, tak jeho studio je na Spickové
trovni, jsou v technologii staveb a vyuzivani novych na-
vrhovych i konstrukénich procesti o nékolik fada vyse.
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... a z téch nezijicich?

Vzdycky jsem mél rdd Franka Lloyda Wrighta, podle mne
mél svdj styl, a asi jako kazdy nékteré stavby od Le Corbu-
siera. Ale spiSe nez oblibené architekty mam oblibené stavby
- od Zijicich napfiklad Piantiv The Shard v Londyné nebo tfeba
budovu NY Times v New Yorku. Od Normana Frosta treba The
Gherkin, Okurku, to je uz klasika, ktera sedi kazdému, to je
vidét... Prosté novatorska budova po vsech smérech. Libi se
mi i proces, kterym prochdzela, nakonec londynsti radni
donutili Fostera tu budovu udélat vétsi, aby méla lepsi pro-
porci, coz je néco nevidaného. Tak vznikaji krasné budovy.

Jaky mate nazor na souc¢asnou domdci architekturu?

U nas je spousta dobrych architektd. Kvalitni architektury je
hodné, ale svétové architektury je u nds pomalu. Myslim si,
Ze kvalitni architekturu |ze postavit kdekoli, neni to ani otazka
penéz, investi¢niho nakladu, ale je to hodné o prileZitosti, o za-
jimavosti a také o tom poprat se s nastavenymi regulemi.

Jakého projektu z vaseho ateliéru si nejvice vazite?

Musim pfiznat, Ze nemame projekt, ktery bych nemél rad.
které jsou méné problémové. Dobré projekty vznikaji ne-
jen diky kvalitnim architekttim, ale i diky dobrym nebo
osvicenym investoram. Nastésti nds investofi oslovujf
sami, prichazeji diky referencim. Diky tomu se spoluprace
nastavi uz na za¢atku a navrhovaci proces je samoziejmé
piijemnéjsi pro viechny. Co se tyka projektd, které mi
pfirostly k srdci: Jsou to hlavné ty, kde ¢lovék s urady
mus{ bojovat a opravdu ten projekt probojovat. V dnesni
dobé je nejvétsim nepfitelem navrhovani ¢as. U nds je
malo ¢asu na koncepci stavby a celkovy projekt a naopak
strasné dlouho trvaji schvalovaci procesy. Navic je zde az
prilis velké mnozstvi regulaci: Zdkony a vyhlasky reguluji
tvary budovy kviili osvétlent, oslunéni. Uzemni plan regu-
luje vyuziti budovy podle funkce, dal3i trady reguluji vys-
ku, $itku, barvu... Je velmi tézké ty projekty probojovat, ale
kdyz se to povede, ma ¢lovék o to vétsi radost. Je to o tom
byt trpélivy. Kdyz ten objekt zaloZite na silné myslence,




kterou se povede realizovat, ma z toho ¢lovék opravdu
radost.

Na jakych projektech v soucasné dobé pracujete?

V soucasnosti délame resort Broadway v Marianskych Laz-
nich. Je to rekonstrukce, nebo spiSe rehabilitace ¢tyr histo-
rickych objekt(i na Hlavni tfidé a dostavba nové ¢asti do
dvora. Je to lazensky hotel s jednim podlazim balneoprovozu
a jednim wellness. Museli jsme se poprat s tim, Ze jsme
v historické ¢asti mésta, v pamatkové zéné. To nds samo-
ziejmé pfi pripravé hodné ovlivnilo. Dlouho jsme premyslel,
jak ho pojmout, aby do mista zapad| a zaroven ukazal, Ze je
soudoby. Méli jsme mnoho variant, chtéli jsme, aby mél ob-
jekt silny charakter, vypadal moderné a zaroven noblesné
a nerusive. Inspirovali jsme se historif, vzali jsme historickou
bosaz a rozhodli jsme se, Ze ji modifikujeme do dnesni doby.
Vlastné jsme zaloZili objekt na jednoduchych prolomenych
panelech, které se nepravidelné stfidaji. Myslim si, ze ve fi-
nale se to povedlo, protoze reakce byly vSude pozitivni.

Jaké dalsi projekty mate rozpracované?

V soucasné dobé je toho vice, aktudlni je projekt Konopisté
u Konopistské obory, hotel a reziden¢ni vystavba 60 objektu.
Jde o projekt, na némz pracujeme uz léta, ménil se zde tizemnf
plan. Ddle to jsou hotelové interiéry, napf. Gpravy hotelu Man-
darin Oriental v Praze; mame také rozestavéné privatni vily pro
nase klienty, odevzdavali jsme i studii vily do Rakouska.

Projektujete i v zahrani¢i?
Ano, tfeba interiér hotelu Radisson Blu v Larnace.
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Vasi zdkaznici pochazeji pouze z privatniho sektoru?

V soucasnosti mame jenom klienty ze soukromého sek-
toru. Radi bychom se sice ticastnili architektonickych sou-
tézi, ale ted na to nemame vétsinou ¢as ani kapacitu, takze
davame prednost zakazkdm na pfimo. V minulosti jsme ale
délali objekt HiLase v Dolnich Bfezanech pro Akademii véd,
to je nase jedina realizovana verejna zakazka z posledni
doby, kterd se kolaudovala pred tfemi roky. Ziskali jsme za
ni cenu predsedy Senatu Parlamentu CR v sout&Zi Stavba
roku... Z toho mame radost! Nebo pavilon Amazonie, s nimz
jsme v roce 2012 ziskali prvni misto v architektonické sou-
tézi. Jenze pak bohuzel pfisla povoden a Zoo Praha musela
prehodnotit investi¢ni plany, takze projekt je do¢asné od-
lozen. Doufame v3ak, ze bude pokracovat, protoze reakce
byly velmi pozitivni, dokonce druhé misto nebylo udéleno,
az treti... Byli jsme kvalitativné hodné napred, coz potési.

Jste ¢leny v nékterych organizacich. Pro¢?

Mama je mistopfedsedkyni Obce architektt, jsme zakla-
dajicimi ¢leny Ceské rady pro Setrné budovy a ja jsem sou-
¢asné mistopredsedou predstavenstva. Tam jsme vlastné
vstoupili i diky objektu HiLase v Dolnich Bfezanech. Kdyz
jsme na ném zacinali, chtél jsem dokazat, Ze i kdyz je to
statni zakazka, Ize ji udélat energeticky efektivnil Myslim,
Ze cinnost Rady pro Setrné budovy ma smysl, stejné jako
osvéta v oblasti Setrného - nikoli ekologického, to je velmi
zneuZivané slovo - stavebnictvi.

Je to urcité moznost pro konfrontaci nazort....

Méte pravdu. Rikam, Ze cilem rady neni pfikazovat: ty mu-
sis, ale: ty bys mél chtit. Je tfeba zlepsit prostiedi. Neni to
jen o tom, Ze se fekne Setrna budova a vsichni si mysli, ze
jde jen o néjakou certifikaci. Jde hlavné o kvalitu vnitfniho
prostredi. Vezméte si, kolik ¢asu lidé travi v budové - 70 %!
Proto je dulezité, aby budova byla navrzena jako Setrna. Za-
roven, kdyz jste ¢lenem néjakych profesnich organizaci, ma
to vyhodu, ze se clovék rozviji, ale je stale v tom jednom
oboru. Kdezto konkrétné Ceska rada pro $etrné budovy
ma vyhodu v tom, Ze jeji ¢lenové jsou z riiznych oblastf sta-
vebniho procesu - projektanti, dodavatelé materialu, ale
i jeho vyrobci, stavebni firmy, developefi, dokonce i NTK
nebo ND jsou pfidruzenymi ¢leny. Na konference jsme
proto schopni pfitdhnout i zahrani¢ni prednasejici, ktefi by
sem nejspis$ jinak nepfijeli.

ARNOST WAGNER / FOTO: ALENA KAMAS
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What were the beginnings of Len+k like?

This company was founded by our mother after the revo-
lution, approximately 25 years ago. My brother, who is
also an architect, and | already worked there during our
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studies. Then we became partners so we are the architec-
tural family.

On what projects do you normally focus?

Our studio is divided into two parts: One part attends to
exterior work that means new constructions, reconstruc-
tions and, for instance, urban projects of a larger extent.
The other part attends to the interior. We co-operate with
many hotel owners and hotel operators worldwide.

On what procurements do you personally participate?

I don’t hold any exclusive position. Each project is in a way
specific and we split it within the team with regards to its
nature and time possibilities. That means we cannot say
that we would all specialize in something. But when it
comes to interiors, we mostly leave that to our Mum. It is
primarily a female domain. | have no problem designing
something for an interior but once we get to the issue of
textile material, we would rather leave it to the more ex-
perienced.

Does it mean that everybody discusses each commission?
Certainly. Architecture is a collective work, it is a creative
process where each good idea that can progress the proj-
ect further is welcome. On the other hand, it is logical, that
someone must have the deciding word. However, we all
try to put our best into each project. ..

Do you have some personal role model in architecture?

It might be better to say that my role model is someone
I don’t know personally and ideally someone outside of the
Czech Republic. As for still living architects, it is the Italian
architect Renzo Piano. | don't think he has ever designed
anything bad. He can adapt to a particular place anywhere
in the world, has a feeling for scale and works precisely
with detail and fine materials. Another is Norman Foster.
Even though his architecture sometimes seems cold, his
studio is at the first class level. With regards to the tech-
nology of buildings and utilisation of new design and struc-
tural process, they are several levels higher.

... and as for those who have passed?

| always liked Frank Lloyd Wright. I think he had his own spe-
cific style. And as everyone else, | guess, there are some
buildings by Le Corbusier. But rather than favourite archi-
tects, | have favourite buildings - from the living, for in-
stance, Piano’s The Shard in London and the NY Times
building in New York. From Norman Foster, for example, The
Gherkin. It's already the classic that suits everyone. That is
evident... It's simply an innovative building in all ways. I also
like the process it went through. London councillors even-
tually persuaded Foster to make it bigger in order for it to
have better proportion, which is something that is unfore-
seen. That is how beautiful buildings originate.

What is your opinion on current local architecture?

We have a lot of good architects in our country. There is
a lot of quality architecture but only a small amount of the
worldly. I think that quality architecture can be built any-

32 DN 6/2018

where. It is not a question of money or investment costs,
but about opportunities, the issue of interest and also
about battling regulations.

What project from your studio do you esteem most?

| must admit, there isn’t any project that | wouldn't like.
There are projects that are more complicated and some
that are less complicated. Good projects originate thanks
to quality architects as well as secure and enlightened in-
vestors. Fortunately, investors approach us themselves.
They come on the basis of references. Therefore, thanks
to that, co-operation is in place from the very beginning
and the design and project process is far more pleasant
for everyone. As for those projects close to my heart, it is
mostly those where one must battle the offices and really
fight hard to get the project through. The biggest enemy
of the design and project process is time. In our country,
there is too little time for the concept of the building and
the overall project and, on the other hand, far too lengthy
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approval processes. Moreover, there are too many regu-
lations here: Laws and regulations regulate the shape of
a building because of lighting and sunlight. The outline plan
regulates the utilization of a building by its function, other
offices regulate its height, width, colour... It is very difficult
to get these projects through but once one manages it, the
more pleasure it gives one. It is an issue of patience. When
you base the building on a firm idea that becomes a real-
ity, one really is satisfied.

On what projects are you currently working?

We are currently working on the Broadway resort in Ma-
rianské Lazné. It is a reconstruction, or rather rehabilitation,
of four historical building on the Hlavni Street and comple-
tion of a new section towards the yard. It is a spa hotel with

one storey for balneotherapy and one for wellness. We had
to tackle the fact that we are in the historical city centre,
within the conservation zone. Naturally this evoked a con-
siderable amount of influence during preparation. We were
considering for a long time as to how to approach it in order
forit to fit and also show to be contemporary. We had a con-
siderable amount of options. We wanted the building to be
of a strong character, look modern but also elegant and non-
disturbing. We were inspired by history. We took a historical
bossage and decided to correspond with these times. We
have actually established a building on the basis of profiled
panels that alternate irregularly. | consider that this was
eventually achieved as all the response was positive.

What other projects are you working on?

There are more at the moment. The current one is the
Konopisté project by Konopisté preserve, an hotel and res-
idential development of 60 buildings. It is a project we have
been working on for years. There the outline plan was
being changed. Then there are hotel interiors, for instance
modifications to the Madarin Oriental Hotel in Prague; we
also have private villas for our clients under construction
and have also submitted the study of a villa to Austria.
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Do you project abroad?
Yes, for instance the interior of the Radisson Blu Hotel in
Larnaca.

Do your clients come only from the private sector?
Currently, we only have clients from the private sector. We
would like to participate in architectural competitions but
at the present time, we have neither time nor capacity for
that so we prefer direct procurements. However, in the
past we were working on the building HiLase in Dolni
Brezany for the Academy of Science. That is our only re-
alised public procurement that underwent final building
approval three years ago. We received the prize Chairman
of the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic in
the Building of the Year competition... We were very proud
of that! And the Amazonia Pavilion, which gave us first
place in the architectural competition in 2012. But then
came the floods and the Prague Zoo had to re-evaluate
their investment plans, so the project was temporarily
postponed. However, we hope that it will continue as the
response was very positive. There was actually no second
or third place awarded... We were qualitatively very much
ahead, which is pleasing.

Your studio has been a member in some organizations.
Why?

Mum is Vice-chairman at the Society of Czech Architects,
we belong to the founding members of the Czech Green
Building Council and myself, | am also Vice-chairman of
the board. That is actually also where we joined due to the
HiLase building in Dolni Bfezany. When we started there,
| wanted to prove that it can be energy efficient even
though it is a state procurement! I think the activity of the
Green Building Council has a point just as the enlighten-
ment in the area of the green - not ecological, which is
a very abused word - building industry.

It is certainly a possibility for confronting opinions...
You are right. | say the council’s aim is not to give or-
ders: you must but you should want to. The environment
needs to be improved. It is not only in the fact that when
one says green building, everybody thinks that it is just
about certification. It is mainly about the quality of the
interior environment. See how much time people spend
inside the building - 70%! That is why it is important for
the building to be designed as a green building. Also,
when you are a member of certain professional organi-
zations, it is an advantage as one develops yet he/she is
still in the same segment. But the Czech Green Building
Council, in particular, has the advantage that its mem-
bers are from various areas of the building process -
planning engineers, material suppliers as well as pro-
ducers, building companies, developers and even the
National Technical Library or National Theatre are asso-
ciated members. That is also why we are able to bring
foreign presenters, who wouldn’t come here otherwise,
to the conference.
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